
         

             109 
 
 
 
 

Silas Marner 
 

by George Eliot 
 
 

Definitions 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Copyright © 2002 by Advanced Placement Strategies  



 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 acquiesce 
,<<acquiesceA

 AK wee es   to give in, to comply 
 Synonyms >> 
  

 accede, agree, assent, consent, subscribe 
 

 Antonym >>  to object; to disagree 
 I was so desperate that I had to acquiesce to his demands. 

1. 

 Derivatives >> 
  

 acquiescence, acquiescent, acquiescingly, acquiescently 
  acuity 

,<<acuityuh 
 uh KEW uh tee  sharpness of perception 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  denseness 

 His acuity in determining the facts made him a good judge. 
  

2. 

 Derivatives >> 
  

 acuities, acute, acuteness 
  adroit 

,<<adroituh 
 uh DROW it  skillful, adept 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 clever, cunning, deft, dexterous, ingenious, ingenuity 
 

 Antonym >> inept 

 The magician was especially adroit in making the lion disappear. 
  

3. 

 Derivatives >> 
  

 adroitly, adroitness 
  advent  AD vent  a coming or arrival 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  departure, demise 
 The children anxiously awaited the advent of summer. 
  

4. 

 Derivatives >> 
  

 advential, adventism, adventist 
  allure  uh LUR  to influence, sway, or entice with some tempting appeal 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 attract, fascinate, charm 
 

 Antonym >>  
 The child tried to allure the stray dog into her yard with a piece of bread. 
  

5. 

 Derivatives >> 
  

 allured, alluring, allures, allurement, allurer 
  aloof  uh LOOF  apart, indifferent 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 detached, incurious, unconcerned 
 

 Antonym >> integrated; friendly 
 The woman remained aloof during the party, separating herself from everyone else. 
  

6. 

 Derivatives >> 
  

 aloofness 
  amulet 

,<<amuletAM 
 AM yew let  a charm or ornament worn to protect against evil 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> hex 
 The princess wore the amulet to protect herself. 

7. 

 Derivatives >> 
  

 amulets 
  annulment 

,<<annulmentu
 uh NUL munt  a voiding, invalidation 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 abrogation, invalidation, negation, nullification, extirpation 
 

 Antonym >> consummation 
 The two parties sought an annulment to the contract that bound them together. 

8. 

 Derivatives >> 
  

 annul, annulled, annulling, annulable 
  articulate 

,<<articulatear
 are TIK yuh late  to speak distinctly; expressing oneself clearly 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> to speak indistinctly; to mumble 

 An announcer must be articulate.   A good politician must be able to articulate his views. 
  

9. 

 Derivatives >> 
  

 articulated, articulating, articulation, articulateness, articulative, articulately, articulator 
  benign 

,<<benignbuh 
 buh NINE  not causing harm, of gentle disposition, beneficial 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> malignant, harmful 

 The minister was loved because of his benign attitude toward all types of people. 
  

10.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 benignly, benignant, benignancy, benignantly, benignity 
  bequeath 

,<<bequeathbu
 buh KWEETH  to hand down, to give or to leave in a will 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> to keep; to horde 

 I bequeathed my gym shorts to my brother after I graduated from high school. 
  

11.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 bequeathal, bequest, bequeathed 
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 bland 
,<<blandBLA

 BLAND  mild, not irritating 
 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  spicy 
 American food is bland compared to Mexican food 

12.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 blandly, blandness 
  blasphemous 

,<<blasphemou
 BLAS fuh mus  irreverent, profane 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  sacred; reverent 
 Telling that sacrilegious joke is blasphemous. 

13.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 blaspheme, blasphemed, blaspheming, blaspemer, blasphemousness, blasphemously, blasphemy 
  blighted 

,<<blightedBL
 BLIE ted  destroyed or caused by decline or decay 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  good; healthy; wholesome 

 The blighted fruit had to be separated from the rest. 
  

14.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 blight 
  calamity 

,<<calamityku
 kuh LAM uh tee  a serious event causing distress or misfortune 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 cataclysm, catastrophe 
 

 Antonym >>  good fortune 

 The earthquake in Mexico was a calamity. 
  

15.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 calamitous, calamitously, calamitousness 
  carping 

,<<carpingKA
 KAR ping  finding fault 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 captious, censorious, critical 
 

 Antonym >>  praising 

 My mother is always carping at me. 
  

16.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 carp, carper, carpingly, carped 
  certitudes  SIR tuh toods  things that are inevitable or certain, certainties 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  doubt 
 He was able to take his vows with absolute certitude. 
  

17.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 certitude 
  colloquial  kuh LOW kwee ul  informal (speech) 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  formal 
 Term papers are not to contain colloquial expressions. 
  

18.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 colloquially, colloquy 
  complacency 

,<<complacenc
 kum PLAY sun see  the state of being self-satisfied 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  dissatisfaction 
 Considering that he is failing, it is curious to see his sense of complacency. 

19.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 complacent, complacently, complacence, complaisant, complaisance, complaisantly 
  conciliate 

,<<conciliateku
 kun SIL ee ate  to reconcile, to pacify, to renew a friendship 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 appease, mollify, placate, propitiate 
 

 Antonym >>  to estrange 
 My husband tried to conciliate me with a gift of roses. 

20.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 conciliated, conciliating, conciliator, conciliatoriness, conciliatorily 
  congenial 

,<<congenialku
 kun JEEN yul  characterized by friendly sociability 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 compatible, consonant, genial, pleasant, attractive 
 

 Antonym >>  
 The family decided to settle in the congenial little town. 

21.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 congeniality, congenially, congenialness 
  conjecture 

,<<conjecturek
 kun JEK chur  an inference or conclusion drawn or deduced by surmise or guesswork 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 supposition, surmise, guess 
 

 Antonym >>  verified statement 

 The theory that the scientist offered was only a matter of conjecture. 
  

22.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 conject, conjector, conjectural, conjecturally, conjectured, conjecturing, conjecturer 
  contempt 

,<<contemptku
 kun TEMPT  scorn, extreme dislike or disdain 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 despicableness, pitiableness, scurviness 
 

 Antonym >>  respect 

 The man treated the gossiping woman with contempt; talking about other people was beneath his dignity. 
  

23.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 contemptible, contemptuous 
  contentious  kun TEN shus  quarrelsome, stirring controversy 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 bellicose, belligerent, pugnacious 
 

 Antonym >>  congenial; harmonious 
 My contentious child will not listen to any form of reason. 
  

24.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 contentiously, contentiousness, contention 
  coquette  ko KET  a woman who flirts with men without sincere affection 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  prude 
 The young woman flirted coquettishly with the man. 
  

25.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 coquetry, coquet, coquetted, coquetting, coquettish, coquettishly, coquettishness 
 



 credulous 
,<<credulousK

 KREJ uh lus  believing on slight evidence, gullible 
 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  suspicious 
 Because the lady's horoscope said that she should stay inside, the credulous woman did not go to work. 

26.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 credulously, credulousness, credulity 
  culpable 

,<<culpableKU
 KUL puh bul  deserving blame; guilty 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  blameless 
 He was culpable for his children's constant bad behavior. 

27.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 culpability, culpableness, culpably 
  cupidity 

,<<cupiditykyo
 kyoo PID uh tee  greed 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 avarice 
 

 Antonym >>  benevolence 

 The cupidity of a miser cannot be satisfied. 
  

28.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 cupidities 
  deference 

,<<deferenceD
 DEF ur uns  courteous going along with the opinions or wishes of another 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 homage, reverence, respect 
 

 Antonym >>  disrespect 

 In deference to your wishes, I will not see him again. 
  

29.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 deferential, deferentially, deferentiality 
  deprecate 

,<<deprecateD
 DEP ruh kate  to disapprove regretfully, to belittle, to express mild disapproval 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  to endorse 

 Do not deprecate her act unless you fully understand her situation. 
  

30.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 depracating, deprecatingly, deprecative, deprecatively, deprecatory, deprecated, deprecating 
  desolate  DES uh lit  deserted, without inhabitants, barren 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  populous 
 Some of the western states have large areas that are desolate. 
  

31.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 desolately, desolateness, desolater, desolating, desolation 
  disavowal  dis uh VOW ul  denial 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  acknowledgment 
 His disavowal of the charges against him made the jury wonder if he was really guilty. 
  

32.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 disavow 
  discern 

,<<discerndeh 
 deh SURN  to differentiate between two or more things 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  to ignore; to be oblivious; to 
confuse  Because of the fog, I was barely able to discern the landing strip. 

33.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 discerner, discernible, discernable, discernibleness, discernibly, discernably, discerningly, discernment 
  discursive 

,<<discursived
 deh SKUR siv   rambling, moving from one topic to another randomly 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  concise 
 His discursive speech was hard to follow. 

34.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 discursion, discursively, discursiveness 
  disrepute 

,<<disreputedi
 dis reh PYOOT  disgrace, loss of reputation 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 ignominy, infamy 
 

 Antonym >>  esteem; dignity 
 If he does not win the perjury case, he will be held in disrepute. 

35.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 disreputability, disreputable, disreputably 
  dissipation 

,<<dissipationd
 dis uh PAY shun  wasteful spending, squandering 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  collection 

 Even though he inherited a million dollars, I expect quick dissipation of his fortune. 
  

36.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 dissipate, dissipated, dissipatedly, dissipatedness, dissipater, dissipative 
  distant 

,<<distantDIS 
 DIS tunt  chilly in manner 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  cordial 

 Her distant behavior made it difficult to talk to the woman;  her chilly manner bordered on being rude. 
  

37.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 distantly, distantness 
  docile  DOS ul  easily managed, obedient, passive 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 amenable, tractable 
 

 Antonym >>  unruly; unmanageable 
 The dog was docile until the doorbell rang. 
  

38.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 docible, docibility, docilely, docility 
  dormant  DOR munt  inactive, sleeping 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 abeyant, latent, quiescent 
 

 Antonym >>  active 
 Most flowers remain dormant in the winter and bloom in the spring. 
  

39.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 dormancy 
 



 dubious 
,<<dubiousDO

 DOO be us  doubtful; not clear 
 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  distinct, doubtless, assured 
 Since he had not read the document, he was a little dubious about signing his name to it. 

40.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 dubiously, dubiousness, dubitable, dubitancy, dubitate, dubitation, dubitative, dubiety 
  duplicity 

,<<duplicitydo
 doo PLIS eh tee  double-dealing, hypocrisy 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  sincerity; single-mindedness 
 His duplicity was exposed when the girl he was seeing found out he was married. 

41.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 duplicitous 
  efface 

,<<effaceeh 
 eh FASE  to erase, to wear away 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  to make conspicuous 

 The date on the coin has been effaced. 
  

42.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 effaceable, effacement, effacer 
  elicit 

,<<eliciteh LIS 
 eh LIS it  to bring out a response, to evoke 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 educe, extort, extract 
 

 Antonym >>  to inhibit 

 I would like to elicit your participation in the blood drive. 
  

43.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 elicitable, elicitate, elicitation 
  emaciated 

,<<emaciatede
 eh MAY she ay tid   very thin (usually as a result of starvation), wasting away 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  fat; corpulent 

 As a result of receiving little food, most prisoners of concentration camps become extremely emaciated. 
  

44.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 emaciate, emaciation 
  embolden  em BOL dun  to encourage one to be bold or to have courage 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  to discourage 
 The general tried to embolden his men before battle. 
  

45.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 emboldened, emboldening, emboldens 
  fervent  FUR vent  ardent, showing great emotion, impassioned 

 Synonyms >> 
  

fervid, passionate, perfervid 
 

 Antonym >>  indifferent 
 I have a fervent love for that man. 
  

46.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 fervency, fervently, ferventness, fervid, fervidly, fervidity, fervidness 
  florid 

,<<floridFLOR 
 FLOR id  flowery, flushed with color 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  plain; simple; pale 
 His face becomes florid when he gets angry. 

47.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 floridity, floridly, floridness 
  forbearance 

,<<forbearance
 fore BARE uns  patience, lenience 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  impatience 
 Because he is so young, we must have forbearance in dealing with him. 

48.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 forbear, forbearant, forbearer, forbearing, forbearingly, forbearingness, forbore 
  formidable 

,<<formidable
 FORE meh duh bul  menacing, causing fear or awe 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  harmless; unimportant 
 That retired boxer was a formidable opponent in his time. 

49.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 formidability, formidableness, formidably 
  gratuitous 

,<<gratuitousg
 gruh TOO eh tus  given freely, unwarranted 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  demanded 

 I resent your gratuitous comments because no one asked for them. 
  

50.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 gratis, gratuitous, gratuitousness, gratuital,  gratuitously 
  gravity 

,<<gravityGR
 GRAV eh tee  seriousness, importance 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 earnestness, sedateness, sobriety, solemnity, staidness 
 

 Antonym >>  unimportance 

 The gravity of the situation was heightened by the death of the president . 
  

51.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 grave, graver, gravely 
  homage  HOM ij  a reverential regard; respect shown by external action 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 honor, reverence, deference, obeisance 
 

 Antonym >>  disrespect 
 The people went to pay homage to their respected leader. 
  

52.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 homages,homager 
  impetuous  im PECH oo us  violent, hasty, rash, impulsive 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  reserved 
 His impetuous behavior caused him to make many mistakes. 
  

53.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 impetuosity, impetuously, impetuousness, impetus 
 



 impregnable 
,<<impregnabl

 im PREG nuh bul  incapable of being taken by assault, of being broken into or escaped from 
 Synonyms >> 
  

 unconquerable, unassailable 
 

 Antonym >>  easily conquered 
 The warriors felt secure in the impregnable fortress. 

54.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 impregnability, impregnableness, impregnably 
  incessant 

,<<incessantin 
 in SES unt  uninterrupted 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 constant, perennial, perpetual, unremitting 
 

 Antonym >>  intermittent 
 The dog's incessant barking caused the man to have difficulty falling asleep. 

55.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 incessancy, incessantly, incessantness, incession 
  incipient 

,<<incipientin 
 in SIP ee unt  beginning to come into being, the early stage of something 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  waning 

 He is not able to recognize his own incipient drug problem. 
  

56.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 incipiative, incipiency, incipience, incipiently 
  incongruity 

,<<incongruity
 in kon GROO eh tee  nonconformity, disagreement,  incompatibility 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  agreement 

 The incongruity between the two stories led me to doubt the accuracy of either report. 
  

57.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 incongruent, incongruently, incongruence, incongruous, incongrously, incongruousness 
  indignation 

,<<indignationi
 in dig NAY shun  anger as a result of something unjust 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 fury, ire, rage, wrath 
 

 Antonym >>  serenity 

 I have much indignation about the light sentence given to the drunk driver who ran over my child . 
  

58.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 indignant, indignantly, indignance, indignify, indignities 
  indolence  IN duh luns  laziness 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 slothfulness 
 

 Antonym >>  industriousness 
 The hot and humid weather in the tropics encourages indolence. 
  

59.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 indolent, indolency, indolently 
  induce  in DOOS, in DYOOS  to bring on or to bring about 

 Synonyms >> 
  

cause, effect, influence, persuade, prevail 
 

 Antonym >>  to impede 
 His personality changes were induced by drugs. 
  

60.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 induced, inducing, inducement, inducer 
  ingenuity 

,<<ingenuityin 
 in juh NOO eh tee  cleverness, inventiveness, resourcefulness 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 adroitness, cunning, deftness, dexterity 
 

 Antonym >>  lack of cleverness 
 He showed much  ingenuity in his unique way of solving the problem. 

61.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 ingenious, ingeniously, ingeniousness 
  interminable 

,<<interminabl
 in TUR mun uh bul  having or seeming to have no end, wearisomely protracted 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  short and limited 
 Although the reading assignment was only ten pages, it seemed interminable to the bored student. 

62.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 interminability, interminableness, interminably, interminate 
  irascible 

,<<irascibleuh 
 uh RAS uh bul  irritable, easily angered, cranky, cross 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> impassive; imperturbable 
 Just about anything could set off his irascible temper. 

63.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 irascibleness, irascibly, irascibility 
  jocose 

,<<jocosejoe 
 joe KOSE  given to jokes and jesting 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 witty, facetious, jocular 
 

 Antonym >> 

 The teacher was not amused by the jocose remarks of the class clown. 
  

64.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 jocosely, jocoseness, jocosity 
  loathe 

,<<loatheLOE
 LOETH  to detest 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 abhor, abominate 
 

 Antonym >> to adore 

 The fact that I loathe your brother does not mean that we cannot be friends. 
  

65.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 loathful, loathing, loathingly, loathness,loathsome 
  malicious  muh LISH us  motivated by hate or deliberate intent to harm 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> kind 
 The malicious boy burned down the school. 
  

66.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 maliciousness, malice, maliciously, maliceful 
  marred  MARD  something damaged or defaced 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> perfect 
 The inauguration was marred by outbursts from demonstrators 
  

67.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 mar, mars, marring 
 



 melancholy 
,<<melancholy

 MEL un kol ee  depression of spirits  
 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  happiness 
 After Dad lost his job, he fell into a state of melancholy. 

68.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 melancholia, melancholic, melancholiac, melancholically, melancholily, melancholiness, melancholious 
  meritorious 

,<<meritorious
 mer eh TOR ee us  deserving of honor or praise 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  
 As a result of his meritorious behavior, the soldier was given a medal. 

69.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 meritoriously, meritoriousness 
  mitigate 

,<<mitigateMI
 MIT uh gate  to cause to become less harsh or hostile; to make less severe 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 allay, alleviate, assuage, lighten 
 

 Antonym >> to intensify; to aggravate 

 He apologized in order to mitigate her dislike for him. 
  

70.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 mitigation, mitigatedly, mitigative, mitigator, mitigatory 
  monotony 

,<<monotonym
 moh NOT uh nee  sameness 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  diversity 

 There is so much monotony in my life that I need a change 
  

71.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 monotoness, monotonous, monotonously, monotonousness, monotonist 
  morbidity 

,<<morbiditym
 mor BID eh tee  unwholesomeness and gloominess, gruesomeness 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  wholesomeness 

 The boy talked about dead people and gruesome things.  He soon frightened me with his morbidity. 
  

72.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 morbid, morbidness 
  oblivion  uh BLIV ee un  state of being forgotten 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  remembrance 
 Until the singer's recent hit, his career had fallen into a state of oblivion. 
  

73.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 oblivious, obliviously 
  odious  OH dee us  deserving hate or contempt 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  respectable 
 Pornography is an odious business. 
  

74.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 odiously, odiousness, odium 
  perpetuate 

,<<perpetuatep
 pur PECH oo ate  to prolong the existence of something 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  to destroy 
 The Audubon Society works to perpetuate the species of many threatened birds. 

75.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 perpetuation, perpetuator, perpetuity, perpetual, perpetually 
  placid 

,<<placidPLAS 
 PLAS id  peaceful, calm 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 serene, tranquil 
 

 Antonym >>  disturbed 
 The wilderness is usually a placid place where one can relax. 

76.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 placidity, placidly, placidness 
  ponderous 

,<<ponderousP
 PON dur us  very heavy, unwieldy from weight 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 cumbersome, cumbrous 
 

 Antonym >>  lightweight 
 The ponderous furniture was hard to move, and thus became a burden. 

77.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 ponderosity, ponderously, ponderousness 
  preeminence 

,<<preeminenc
 pree EM uh nuns  superiority  to all others 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  inferiority 

 Receiving a Nobel prize signifies preeminence in a field. 
  

78.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 preeminent, preeminency, preeminently 
  presumptuous 

,<<presumptuo
 preh ZUMP choo us  brazenly overstepping bounds, arrogant 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  humble 

 It was presumptuous of him to think that I would loan him the money. 
  

79.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 presume, presumer, presumption, presumptive, presumptively, presumptuously, presumptuousness 
  prevarication  preh var uh KAY shun  evasiveness, lie 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 equivocation 
 

 Antonym >>  honesty 
 Prevarication is a dangerous activity when under oath on the witness stand. 
  

80.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 prevaricate, prevaricative, prevaricator, prevaricatory 
  profuse  pruh FYOOS  extravagantly abundant, flowing freely 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 lavish, lush, luxuriant, prodigal 
 

 Antonym >> meager 
 Cutting that artery will cause profuse bleeding. 
  

81.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 profusely, profuseness, profusion, profusive, profusively 
 



 propensity 
,<<propensityp

 pruh PEN seh tee  preference, natural inclination 
 Synonyms >> 
  

 leaning, penchant, proclivity 
 

 Antonym >> aversion 
 I have a propensity for rising early. 

82.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 propension, propense, propend 
  propitious 

,<<propitiousp
 pruh PISH us  favorably disposed, graciously inclined 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 helpful, advantageous, benevolent, favorable, auspicious 
 

 Antonym >> unfavorable; inauspicious 
 America has  conditions propitious to democracy. 

83.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 propitiously, propitiousness, propitiate, propitiated, propitiatory 
  propriety 

,<<proprietypr
 pruh PRY eh tee  correct conduct 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> indecorum 

 Those who attend the club meetings should conduct themselves with propriety. 
  

84.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 proprieties 
  protuberance 

,<<protuberan
 pro TOO buh runs  the state of bulging beyond the surrounding area; protrusion 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 projection 
 

 Antonym >> indentation 

 The woman was embarrassed by the protuberance of her lower jaw. 
  

85.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 protuberancy, protuberant, protuberantly 
  prudent 

,<<prudentPR
 PROOD unt  wise and careful about practical matters 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 judicious, sage, sane, sapient 
 

 Antonym >> indiscreet; incautious 

 In the city, it is prudent to have locks on all doors and windows. 
  

86.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 prudence, prudential, prudently 
  quaint  KWAYNT  unusual in character or appearance 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 eccentric, peculiar, queer, unique 
 

 Antonym >> ordinary 
 When we go to New England, we like to stay in a quaint old inn that gives us the flavor of the area. 
  

87.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 quaintish, quaintly, quaintness 
  rectitude  REK teh tood  state of moral integrity 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> depravity 
 When the preacher's rectitude was questioned, many left his congregation. 
  

88.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 rectitudinous, rectitudinously 
  remonstrate 

,<<remonstrat
 reh MON strate  to protest, to make objections 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> to agree; to acquiesce 
 I must remonstrate about the treatment of the residents of the rest home. 

89.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 remonstrance, remonstrancer, remonstrant, remonstrantly, remonstratingly, remonstration,remonstrative 
  rend 

,<<rendREND
 REND  to tear violently, to split  

 Synonyms >> 
  

 cleave, rive 
 

 Antonym >> to unify 
 He tried to rend the flag as a protest against the war. 

90.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 rent, rended, rending, rends 
  reprove 

,<<reprovereh 
 reh PROOV  to scold or to rebuke for a misdeed usually with kindly intent 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 admonish, castigate, chastise, chide, rebuke, reproach 
 

 Antonym >> to approve; to applaud 
 A teacher sometimes needs to reprove a student for talking during class. 

91.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 reprovable, reprovingly, reproving, reproved, reproves, reproof 
  repugnant 

,<<repugnantr
 reh PUG nunt  disgusting, offensive 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 abhorrent, invidious, obnoxious, repellent 
 

 Antonym >> appealing 

 It is repugnant to spit on the sidewalk. 
  

92.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 repugnancy, repugnantly, repugnatorial, repugnance 
  reticence 

,<<reticenceR
 RET uh sunt  restraint in speech, reluctance to speak 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 reserve, taciturnity 
 

 Antonym >>  candor 

 A lawyer must have great reticence in discussing matters that could violate his client's rights. 
  

93.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 reticency, reticent, reticently 
  revere  reh VERE  to honor, to regard with respect 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 adore, venerate, worship 
 

 Antonym >>  to despise 
 Nearly all Catholics revere the Pope. 
  

94.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 reverence, reverent, reverentness, reverential, reverentiality, reverentially 
  reverie  REV uh ree  daydreaming 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> attentiveness 
 Spring seems to lend itself to reverie. 
  

95.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 reveries, reverist 
 



 rivulet 
,<<rivuletRIV 

 RIV yuh let  a small stream, brook 
 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> river 
 The small rivulet had almost dried up for lack of rain. 

96.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 rivulets 
  ruminate 

,<<ruminateR
 ROO muh nate  to consider for a long time at a slow pace, to ponder 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 meditate, muse, ponder 
 

 Antonym >> to consider fleetingly 
 We will have to go elsewhere if you ruminate about your decision for a long period. 

97.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 ruminatingly, ruminator, ruminative, ruminant, ruminantly 
  scrupulous 

,<<scrupulous
 SKROO pyuh lus  very principled, very careful and conscientious 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 meticulous, punctilious 
 

 Antonym >> unprincipled 

 The scrupulous police officer never took a bribe, and he ceaselessly tried to prevent crime. 
  

98.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 scruple, scrupulosity, scrupulousness, scrupulously 
  solicitous 

,<<solicitoussu
 suh LIS eh tus  worried, concerned 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> unconcerned 

 He was very solicitous about the health of his ill grandmother. 
  

99.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 solicitously, solicitousness, solicitude 
  soliloquy 

,<<soliloquysu
 suh LIL uh kwee  a speech or dramatic monologue made to oneself to reveal thoughts  

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> conversation; dialogue 

 Hamlet's soliloquy in the graveyard is a popular piece to memorize. 
  

100.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 soliquist, soliloquize, soliloquizer, soliloquizingly 
  spontaneous  spon TAY nee us  having no external cause, acting on impulse 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> planned 
 He knew exactly what I was thinking because my reaction was so spontaneous. 
  

101.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 spontaneously, spontaneousness, spontaneity 
  subtle  SUT ul  delicate, elusive, not obvious 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> obvious; gross; blunt 
 To avoid being obtrusive in the elegant restaurant, he used subtle gestures to call the waiter to his table. 
  

102.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 subtilist, subtility, subtilization, subtilize, subtilizer, subtleness, subtlety 
  summon 

,<<summonSU
 SUM un  to call together, to send for or to request to appear 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 convene, convoke, muster 
 

 Antonym >> to turn away 
 I am frightened because I have been summoned to the principal's office. 

103.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 summoner, summons 
  superfluous 

,<<superfluous
 soo PUR floo us  beyond what is needed or required, an overflow 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> necessary 
 The meeting lasted so long because of many superfluous comments by some of the speakers. 

104.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 superfluously, superfluousness, superfluent, superfluity 
  transparent 

,<<transparent
 trans PARE unt  quality of being able to be seen through, clear 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 limpid, translucent 
 

 Antonym >> opaque 
 Glass is a transparent substance. 

105.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 transparently, transparentness, transparency 
  trifling 

,<<triflingTRY 
 TRY fling  not significant, frivolous 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> important; significant 

 Some think that watching MTV is a trifling experience. 
  

106.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 trifle, trifled, trifling, trifles 
  trivia 

,<<triviaTRIV 
 TRIV ee uh  insignificant matters 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> important matters 

 The English teacher is looking for substance, not trivia, in themes. 
  

107.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 trivial, triviality, trivialization, trivialize, trivally 
  utter  UT ur  to express by speaking 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  to leave unspoken 
 The teacher told me not to utter another word. 
  

108.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 utters, ut tered, uttering, utterance 
  variegated  VAR ee uh gay tid   changed in appearance by using or applying different colors 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  same; alike 
 The variegated roses were not only beautiful, but were also extremely unusual. 
  

109.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 variegate, variegation, variegator 
 



 venerate 
,<<venerateVE

 VEN uh rate  to honor, to revere 
 Synonyms >> 
  

 adore, worship 
 

 Antonym >>  
 Although I did not always agree with President Kennedy, I venerate his memory. 

110.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 veneration, venerational, venerator, venerable, venerability 
  veracity 

,<<veracityvuh 
 vuh RAS eh tee  devotion to the truth 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 truthfulness, accuracy, correctness 
 

 Antonym >>  
 The lawyer had no confidence in the veracity of the witness. 

111.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 veracious, veraciously, veraciousness 
  vexation 

,<<vexationvek 
 vek SAY shun  discomfort or distress 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> pleasantry 

 The young children were a source of vexation to their nervous, neurotic mother. 
  

112.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 vex, vexatious, vexedly, vexedness, vexingly 
  vicarious 

,<<vicariousvie 
 vie KARE ee us  experienced through imagined participation in another's activity 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  firsthand 

 Many people who watch football experience a vicarious release of aggression. 
  

113.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 vicariate, vicarism, vicariously, vicariousness 
  vivacious 

,<<vivaciousvi 
 vi VAY shus   full of life, very animated 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  sluggish 

 Game shows are looking for vivacious contestants who are fun to watch and who will liven up the show. 
  

114.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 vivaciously, vivaciousness, vivacity 
  volatile  VOL uh til  quickly changeable, easily vaporized 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  static; unchangeable 
 Because of his volatile temper, one must use caution in dealing with him. 
  

115.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 volatileness, volatility, volatilization, volatilizable, volatize 
  vouchsafe  VOUCH safe  to grant in a condescending manner 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >> to refuse to grant 
 I can vouchsafe you a large return on your investment. 
  

116.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 vouchsafement 
  warranted 

,<<warranted
 WOR un ted  justified 

 Synonyms >> 
  

 
 

 Antonym >>  unjustified 
 The jury felt that the death penalty was warranted because of the heinous nature of the crime. 

117.  

 Derivatives >> 
  

 warrant, warrantable, warrantableness, warrantably 
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These words which appear in Silas Marner  have been identified as words or derivatives of
words  that have appeared on past SAT tests.  They are listed here in alphabetical order.

1. acquiescence
2. acuteness
3. adroit
4. advent
5. allure
6. aloof
7. amulet
8. annulling
9. articulate
10. benign
11. bequest
12. blandly
13. blasphemy
14. blighting
15. calamities
16. carping
17. certitude
18. colloquies
19. complacency
20. conciliatory
21. congenial
22. conjecturing
23. contemptuously
24. contention
25. coquetries
26. credulous
27. culpable
28. cupidity
29. deference
30. deprecate
31. desolation
32. disavowed
33. discern
34. discursive
35. disreputable
36. dissipate
37. distant
38. docilely
39. dormant

79. presumptuous
80. prevarication
81. profusion
82. propensities
83. propitiatory
84. propriety
85. protuberant
86. prudence
87. quaint
88. rectitude
89. remonstrate
90. rend
91. reproving
92. repugnance
93. reticence
94. reverential
95. reverie
96. rivulet
97. ruminating
98. scrupulous
99. solicitude
100. soliloquies
101. spontaneity
102. subtle
103. summon
104. superfluous
105. transparent
106. trifle
107. trivialities
108. uttered
109. variegated
110. venerable
111. veracity
112. vex
113. vicariously
114. vivacious
115. volatile
116. vouchsafed
117. warranted

40. dubiety
41. duplicity
42. effaced
43. elicit
44. emaciated
45. embolden
46. fervent
47. florid
48. forbearance
49. formidable
50. gratuitously
51. gravity
52. homage
53. impetuously
54. impregnable
55. incessantly
56. incipient
57. incongruous
58. indignant
59. indolence
60. induce
61. ingenious
62. interminable
63. irascibility
64. jocosely
65. loath
66. malicious
67. mar
68. melancholy
69. meritorious
70. mitigate
71. monotony
72. morbid
73. oblivious
74. odious
75. perpetual
76. placid
77. ponderous
78. preeminently
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These words which appear in Silas Marner  have been identified as words or derivatives of
words  that have appeared on past SAT tests.  They are listed here in the order in which they
appear in the novel.

1. distant
2. protuberant
3. benign
4. perpetual
5. repugnance
6. fervent
7. bequest
8. colloquies
9. summon
10. impetuously
11. blasphemy
12. culpable
13. amulet
14. incipient
15. ingenious
16. monotony
17. rivulet
18. prevarication
19. vex
20. duplicity
21. prudence
22. loath
23. ruminating
24. profusion
25. deprecate
26. gratuitously
27. subtle
28. complacency
29. contemptuously
30. dissipate
31. desolution
32. disreputable
33. superfluous
34. conciliatory
35. warranted
36. propriety
37. oblivious
38. interminable
39. aloof

40. cupidity
41. annulling
42. impregnable
43. homage
44. odious
45. ponderous
46. mitigate
47. congenial
48. venerable
49. spontaneity
50. credulous
51. elicit
52. discursive
53. scrupulous
54. embolden
55. dubiety
56. presumptuous
57. allure
58. irascibility
59. preeminently
60. formidable
61. blandly
62. deference
63. veracity
64. malicious
65. disavowed
66. induce
67. adroit
68. incessantly
69. soliloquies
70. gravity
71. vouchsafed
72. melancholy
73. incongruous
74. vivacious
75. uttered
76. quaint
77. variegated
78. acuteness

79. indignant
80. carping
81. rend
82. mar
83. reproving
84. indolence
85. transparent
86. discern
87. volatile
88. advent
89. emaciated
90. trifle
91. meritorious
92. propensities
93. conjecturing
94. dormant
95. articulate
96. contention
97. vicariously
98. propitiatory
99. docilely
100. jocosely
101. placid
102. coquetries
103. trivialities
104. remonstrate
105. acquiescence
106. reticence
107. effaced
108. reverential
109. solicitude
110. forbearance
111. morbid
112. blighting
113. reverie
114. calamities
115. florid
116. rectitude
117. certitude
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Directions:  Match the word in the left column with the correct definition in the right column.

Exercise A

1. acquiesce
2. acuity
3. adroit
4. advent
5. allure
6. aloof
7. amulet
8. annulment
9. articulate
10. benign

Exercise B

11. bequeath
12. bland
13. blasphemous
14. blighted
15. calamity
16. carping
17. certitudes
18. colloquial
19. complacency
20. conciliate

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

Vocabulary Test 1

Silas Marner
by George Eliot

a. to influence, sway, or entice with tempting appeal
b. a coming or arrival
c. apart, indifferent
d. not causing harm, of gentle disposition, beneficial
e. a charm or ornament of some form to protect against evil
f. to give in , comply
g. making invalid, voiding
h. to speak distinctly, expressing oneself clearly
i. sharpness of perception
j. skillful, adept

k. finding fault
l. things that are inevitable or certain
m. informal (speech)
n. irreverent, profane
o. mild, not irritating
p. state of being self-satisfied
q. to reconcile, pacify, renew a friendship
r. a serious event causing distress or misfortune
s. to hand down, to give or leave in a will
t. destroyed or caused by decline or decay



Directions:  Match the word in the left column with the correct definition in the right column.

a. courteously going along wih another's wishes
b. believing on slight evidence, gullible
c. characterized by friendly sociability
d. to disapprove regretfully, belittle
e. a woman who flirts with men insincerely
f. deserving blame
g. an inference or conclusion drawn by guesswork
h. greed
i. quarrelsome, stirring controversy
j. scorn, extreme dislike or disdain

a. rambling, moving from one topic to another randomly
b. deserted, without inhabitants
c. inactive, sleeping
d. wasteful spending, squandering, dispersion
e. denial
f. easily managed, obedient, passive
g. disgrace, loss of reputation
h. to differentiate differences in two or more things
i. doubtful
j. chilly in manner

a. very thin usually as a result of starvation
b. flowery, flushed with color
c. to erase, to wear away
d. seriousness
e. to encourage one to be bold or to have courage
f. double-dealing, hypocrisy
g. ardent, showing great emotion, impassioned
h. given freely, unwarranted
i. to bring out a response, to evoke
j. patience, lenience
k. menacing, causing fear or awe

Exercise A

1. congenial
2. conjecture
3. contempt
4. contentious
5. coquette
6. credulous
7. culpable
8. cupidity
9. deference
10. deprecate

Exercise B

11. desolate
12. disavowal
13. discern
14. discursive
15. disrepute
16. dissipation
17. distant
18. docile
19. dormant
20. dubious

Exercise C

21. duplicity
22. efface
23. elicit
24. emaciated
25. embolden
26. fervent
27. florid
28. forbearance
29. formidable
30. gratuitous
31. gravity

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

Vocabulary Test 2

Silas Marner
            by George Eliot



Directions:  Match the word in the left column with the correct definition in the right column.

Exercise A

1. homage
2. impetuous
3. impregnable
4. incessant
5. incipient
6. incongruity
7. indignation
8. indolence
9. induce
10. ingenuity

Exercise B

11. interminable
12. irascible
13. jocose
14. loathe
15. malicious
16. marred
17. melancholy
18. meritorious
19. mitigate
20. monotony

Exercise C

21. morbidity
22. oblivion
23. odious
24. perpetuate
25. placid
26. ponderous
27. preeminence
28. presumptuous
29. prevarication
30. profuse
31. propensity
32. propitious
33. propriety

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

Silas Marner
            by George Eliot

Vocabulary Test 3

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

a. brazenly overstepping bounds, arrogance
b. peaceful, calm
c. unwholesomeness and glominess; gruesomeness
d. correct conduct
e. superior to all others, most outstanding
f. state of being forgotten
g. extravagantly abundant, flowing freely
h. to prolong the existence of something
i. favorably disposed, graciously inclined
j. deserving hate or contempt
k. preference, natural inclination
l. very heavy, unwieldly from weight
m. evasiveness, a lie

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

a. detest
b. irritable, easily angered, cranky, cross
c. motivated by hate or deliberate intent to harm
d. to cause to become less harsh or hostile
e. seeming to have no end, wearisomely protracted
f. deserving of honor or praise
g. something damaged or defaced
h. given to jokes and jesting
i. sameness
j. depression of spirits

a. cleverness, inventiveness, resourcefulness
b. not conforming, disagreeing, not compatible
c. violent, hasty, rash, impulsive
d. to bring in or bring about
e. incapable of being taken by assault
f. beginning to come into being; early stage
g. laziness
h. a reverential regard; respect shown by external action
i. anger as a result of something unjust
j. uninterrupted



Directions:  Match the word in the left column with the correct definition in the right column.

a. disgusting, offensive
b. to honor, to regard with respect
c. unusual in character or appearance
d. state of bulging beyond the surrounding area
e. to scold or rebuke for a misdeed
f. state of moral integrity
g. restraint in speech, relunctance to speak
h. to tear violently
i. wise and careful about practical matters
j. to protest, make objections

Exercise A

1. protuberance
2. prudent
3. quaint
4. rectitude
5. remonstrate
6. rend
7. reprove
8. repugnant
9. reticence
10. revere

Exercise B

11. reverie
12. rivulet
13. ruminate
14. scrupulous
15. solicitous
16. soliloquy
17. spontaneous
18. subtle
19. summon
20. superfluous

Exercise C

21. transparent
22. trifling
23. trivia
24. utter
25. variegated
26. venerate
27. veracity
28. vexation
29. vicarious
30. vivacious
31. volatile
32. vouchsafe
33. warranted

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

Vocabulary Test 4

Silas Marner
            by George Eliot

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

a. very principled, careful and conscientious
b. beyond what is needed or required, an overflow
c. to consider for a long time at a slow pace, ponder
d. talking to oneself, a dramatic monologue
e. to call together, to send for or request to appear
f. daydreaming
g. delicate, elusive, not obvious
h. a small stream, brook
i. worried, conderned
j. having no external cause, acting on impluse

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

a. devotion to the truth
b. to express by speaking
c. quickly changeable, easily vaporized
d. quality of being able to see through something, clear
e. to honor, revere
f. insignificant matters
g. justified
h. not significant, frivolous
i. experiencing by imagining another's activity
j. changed in appearance by using or applying colors
k. discomfort or distress
l. full of life, very animated
m. grant in a condescending manner
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Vocabulary Test 1

1. f 2. i 3. j 4. b 5. a 6. c 7. e
8. g 9. h 10. d 11. s 12. o 13. n 14. t
15. r 16. k 17. l 18. m 19. p 20. q

Vocabulary Test 2

1. c 2. g 3. j 4. i 5. e 6. b 7. f
8. h 9. a 10. d 11. b 12. e 13. h 14. a
15. g 16. d 17. j 18. f 19. c 20. i 21. f
22. c 23. i 24. a 25. e 26. g 27. b 28. j
29. k 30. h 31. d

Vocabulary Test 3

1. h 2. c 3. e 4. j 5. f 6. b 7. j
8. g 9. d 10. a 11. e 12. b 13. h 14. a
15. c 16. g 17. j 18. f 19. d 20. i 21. c
22. f 23. j 24. h 25. b 26. l 27. e 28. a
29. m 30. g 31. k 32. i 33. d

     Vocabulary Test 4

1. d 2. i 3. c 4. f 5. j 6. h 7. e
8. a 9. g 10. b 11. f 12. h 13. c 14. a
15. i 16. d 17. j 18. g 19. e 20. b 21. d
22. h 23. f 24. b 25. j 26. e 27. a 28. k
29. i 30. l 31. c 32. m 32. g


